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❏ The Common Application
❏ Transcripts (Parchment & CCP)
❏ Letters of Recommendation
❏ Registering for Selective Service
❏ Community Foundation
❏ Scholarships
❏ Remaining ACT Test Dates
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The Common Application (“Common App”)

> Common App is an undergraduate college admission application 
that students may use to apply to any of nearly 900 colleges and 
universities.

> First-time applicants can apply to multiple colleges at once. 
> Students only have to fill out details that most schools require 

(name, address, etc.) one time- and in one place!



The Common Application (“Common App”)

> New edition of Common App opens on August 1st each year.
> Applicants should go to commonapp.org and click on “Apply Now” 

to create an account, log in, and work on their application.
> Starting the process early (August) gives students the 

opportunity to review requirements for different schools, draft 
essays, and complete tedious background information.

> On average, it takes a student roughly six weeks to get 
everything they need for college applications.

http://commonapp.org


The Common Application (“Common App”)

1. Gather Materials
Filling out your application 
takes time. Get a head start 
by collecting this information 
before you begin.

> Copy of your HS transcript 
(available via Parchment)

> A list of your activities, work, and 
family responsibilities

> Test scores and dates from your 
college entrance exams (SATs, 
ACTs…)

> Parent/Legal guardian information 
(demographic info)

> Academic honors and achievements



The Common Application (“Common App”)

2. Create an Account
Creating a first year account is easy and should only take a few 
minutes.
> Choose your registration type.
> Select the “First Year Student” button (even if you took CCP)
> Provide your login credentials-- use an email you check often.
> Complete your registration information. 

- USE YOUR LEGAL NAME as it appears on official school 
documents.

> Select “Create Account” to complete your account.



The Common Application (“Common App”)

3. Add Colleges
Start building your “My Colleges” list.
> “College Search Tab” is where you will search for/add the colleges 

you want to apply to. You can search by name or use filters.
> Add the college using the “add button” in the search results list.
> Once you have added colleges, you can see them on your Dashboard 

and in your “My Colleges” tab. (20 college limit)
> Fee Waiver: A request to the college to remove the app fee. Your 

counselor will then confirm if you qualify for a fee waiver 
(such as if you qualify for free/reduced lunch).

          



The Common Application (“Common App”)
4. Engage Supporters
Collaborate with your School Counselor, teachers, etc.
> Counselors share their perspective using the context of the entire 

graduating class. They also submit the School Report and 
transcripts.

> Parents will only need to submit a form if you apply using a 
college’s early decision deadline.

> Teachers give a firsthand account of your intellectual curiosity and 
creative thought.

> Other Recommenders are usually non academic, such as coaches or 
employers. They give insight into your interests and activities.



The Common Application (“Common App”)

4. Engage Supporters (continued)
> From the “My Colleges” tab, select a college & open their 

“Recommenders & FERPA” section. 
> Invite recommenders using the invite button from each section.
> Select the type of invitation you would like to send. You will need 

information such as their name and email address.
> Teachers, coaches, etc. will not receive an email invitation until you 

assign them to a college. To assign, select their name from the 
dropdown and click assign.

> In general, each college has their own recommendation 
requirements.



The Common Application (“Common App”)

5. Understanding Requirements
Each college needs you to 
complete common questions and 
add a School Counselor. 

Beyond that- applications vary. 
Each college can determine their 
unique requirements for:

> Deadlines
> Application Fees
> Personal Essay
> Courses & Grades
> Test Policy
> Portfolio
> Writing Supplements
> Recommendations



The Common Application (“Common App”)

6. Plan Essays
Organize and plan for your writing prompts.
> Common App Personal Essay - colleges can either make the 

personal essay optional or required. In the writing section, you will 
see a table that lists each college’s requirements.

> College-specific Questions - many colleges include short answer 
questions/essay prompts within this section. 

> Writing Supplements - some colleges use a separate writing 
supplement. Some colleges only request this supplement based on 
how you answer other questions.



The Common Application (“Common App”)

7. Submit Your Application
Review and submit your application!
> Review your application. All required questions in the Common App 

tab, as well as the college’s questions must be complete. You will be 
able to review the .pdf of your application before submitting.

> Pay the application fee(s) - debit/credit
> Submit your application! You will receive an email confirming your 

submission.
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Requesting a Findlay High School Transcript

> FHS uses “Parchment” to process high school transcripts.
> Counselors submit transcripts directly to Common App.
> If applying outside of Common App, or if transcript is 

needed to fill out the Common App, students should request 
via Parchment.



Transcripts 
Findlay High School uses P"'dvne nt to process all student transc ripts . 
1. Go to FHS homepage & click on · C01.W1selingand Academics " 
2. Scroll down andcl id< "Transcript Ordering· on the right hand side . 
2. Select "New Leamer • l you have never ordered through Parchment or "Existing 
Leamer · if -,ou have already set up an account. 

3. Proceedthrough all necessary steps . Tips: you wil typically wa nt to wa ive rights - ­
last year attended will be the year lC9U wil _graduate high schOQI - use an emaiJ 
aa:ount ')OU wil have access to after graduation 
4 . You w;1 be emaled a confirmation mde. Erter the confirmation code. 
5. Order transcripts ! 

S iooerely, 

FHS Sdlool Counselors 
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Requesting a CCP Transcript from the College(s)

> FHS transcript only shows that high school credit was earned for 
CCP course(s).

> Student needs to request individual COLLEGE transcripts to be 
sent to their college of choice.

> Instructions vary between different colleges.
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COLLEGECREDIT PLUS STUDENTS ••• REQUESTING COLLEGETRANSCRIPTS 

Old you tih Collq:t Credit Plus tCCP) couru s durinc hicf, school (either I t the collq; e OR~ the hJchschool )? 

Do you plan on •"encUn, • colltee/un lvet1hy after high school? 

tf you were a Collete C,tdlt l'tui Studem a1 ANY poin1 d1ulng '(Our high w;tlOOI u rttr-you witl need to requ,1;1 • tr.an~c;11pt from 

exh eolltge / unu,e,Uy thaityou c;om~ttd CCPcounes with to be sent ,o the eollf8e/ut1NMSl1y ycu are •nro1hncwllh aft~ hi Cb 
scMOI , Your heh Jehoolttanscnpt only 1-howsthat you eal'nm HIGHSQ«>OLCREDI!fQf"tliie CCP course . tl b,ou, Q11cp tr~rtcn 
th• t p10¥ts that you umed CQLLCGC (R[ OIT for the CCPcour.- . 

Each collrgt/u niYCnityh;as tkt-ir own process for reques t ing a t ransal pt Toe Instruct.ton, bebw art mearit to Stl\le to he lp you 

thr®ghOil t the p,ocHS. Please know thtt your FMS School Coumelo r C¥1not req uest a trim<r ,lpt from the coll~e/unive'Sltv on your 
be-halt, Ind tl'le~ PtOa'durC', 1re IYbtett to chantH rN de by the coll~e/unNHS tl'( 

Rb941s Stat• Collen 

RhOdM Stile req w ~ the C:Otnplttlo n ot an "Othc~llra n~cnpt Requ~Jt" form that tan bt fou nd at www.rt,.ad,intate C2}/Cid: on 
"'Alumni & Vl1-1t0rs." Then didc on •r«fN • on t"- l<ehhand StOf', 11il,,.chw,nthen lud to• llnk for tM-tranwc,c request toun . 

OllQ VOU h;ive a,mp (eted ind Mined the "Offic~I lr.,sc1 ipl lltqut!Sl "' form, 11 un be stn t eltttrOf\olUlly to 
•e:~ ntsncetvab lttl)1tlodesnate ~ o, !axed to 419 99S 86 10. ~ 5ingit t~n1<fll) l COP'f(.Oits SS-tMCUun be ~iled ln with the 
tr11n,a ipt requdt - or f etw,oniuly 1cndina your rfQuest , the ftt c.anbe paid by caUrng◄ J..9...995 ·8473 

By rr qu•s:11n1 a transcript from RhodnS~ te, tM tniM<r!pt ¥oil be 1-tnt to tl'lt t ollf:ge/un1wrs,ty bothdtctror uu lly and by fTlail It 
you are requesting your uanscript befor't the end ol tht, te,m vou~re curnntty enrolkd in. you"" IIwa., 1 to t11N:k1he "HOkl for 
cur~nt term grade-)" boJi~nd it d bt:S'11tn soon as tho~ u adu are submitte d . 

Owens community College 

owens Convnun 1tv Collect re-quiresa nv dt nt to r•q uM-1 their t~rilalp t m the ir OroM .cco un1 Ona logged into your Oiooe 
accou nt, dick or, the ·.oc.ad~ ic.lnfo"' tab . ht th• ~My Student RKorcr sectJon, W!lect '"~11t1t Off,cwl TranKJ\pl. • 
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11lVPa»wOl'd.~t 1he bottom of the O1orir: loa-tn p•e,orcontact ttleH~p ~kat 567·66 1-7120 
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LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION



Letters of Recommendation

> FHS Counseling Dept. utilizes a “Brag Sheet” for students to 
complete.

> Please use this as a way to “brag” about your accomplishments 
while in high school. 

> Involvement: volunteer work, employment, athletics, student 
clubs.

> Academics: awards, honor roll, National Honor Society, academic 
recognitions.

> THE MORE DETAIL THE BETTER. Provide lengths of time. Provide 
description(s) of tasks you completed.



CMpk:tc this ,,,,_mm:10lldcl!lfaotJIUN •• M'lfa• lcttuof r«o....,.tiono,d/w f«-your Kt.al 0IUIR.lorto 
~ their port!On of the'°"'"'°" .4.p.,fk otlM. Thi, co,.i..tsd fOl'"l!Isf'lialldbet~ inat least two wed, in odwn:c of 
-, dlodli!ICShincnlbcr to -.rite • thclrlk)'l)U letter oftu rCCOl!!ffflCndattN ton hes bcc,i c:omplctcd Mohr• c:oprof this 
forffi1okccpf or yoi.,rc.cnrds 

Sfudcnt Name: Oat• Needed: 

Po,t High School Plans: 

Colleges you will/did apply to (include major/area of interest): 

What ore yot.r inte.re.sts/hobbie.,? 

What are your skills, talents . str-engths? 

Honor,/ Awards (begin w,th 12"' grade & work backwardto 9"' grade) 

List your vctra-cun- iculor octivitie., {in and out of school: include ducription ~ lc.ngth of 
time) 

J..:: 

Voll#'ltet:rism/Comml.M'\ity Suvfce {include description CWld length of t ime) 

TI Work experience {include Job dutfe., performed and length of time in each posit10n) 

__1::_ 

Any personal diH icultiu have you overcotne? If so, please explo.in: 

https://explo.in


Letters of Recommendation

> Please give counselors, teachers, and other recommenders, 
roughly two weeks time to complete a strong letter of 
recommendation.

> Your deadline is also our deadline. Please keep that in mind when 
making requests. 

> You are completing ONE Common Application-- we are 
completing many, many more!



SELECTIVE SERVICE REGISTRATION-·- - . ~ -----:: ._ --



Selective Service Registration

> Selective Service registration provides the federal government 
with a list of men from which to draw in case of a national 
emergency that requires a rapid expansion of our Armed Forces.

> Federal law requires that most male U.S. citizens (regardless of 
where they live) and male immigrants residing in the United 
States, age 18-25, register with the Selective Service.

> Generally, any man who is required to register with Selective 
Service must do so to receive federal student aid.

> Some states require Selective Service registration to enroll in a 
state college or university or to qualify for state financial aid. 
(This applies to College Credit Plus). 



Selective Service Registration

> Male students who have not yet registered with Selective Service 
may choose to register with Selective Service by checking the 
“Register me” box on the FAFSA. 

> This is only if the male is already 18. If you are 17 or younger 
when filing the FAFSA, leave this question blank.

> A male student is required to provide his Selective Service 
number to the college or university within 30 days of his 18th 
birthday.

> If a male student fails to register, he could be prosecuted, fined, 
or jailed.



) 
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Select ive Service and Financia l Aid Eligibility/ College Credit Plus Enrollment 

What It Sfl.ctive Senrice regist rati on ? 

~lecuv• s.-<vk.- 'f>lli~lt.Jll()l'I p,ov,d~ the lede~I government wl: h a 11~1of mtn from wh1rh to draw 111 
use of a national emergency that wo\lld req1.1ire~ rfp1d cxparulon of our Armed FofC.e'!i 

wti o must ,11,ster wrth Se lect iv@ Sent it:u? 

Al men betwee., the age5 of 18·26 Jr,c rtqu,rfl:I to tegJster under the law. The e,:etption~ to this rui,c, are 
vt'ry fowand include. nommmlgran1 alten\ on ~tudtl'II. v1~1tor, or diplomatic vis.as, men on ilC:OVfl-dutv1n 
lhE' Us Aimed force~. arid cadets and m1dstupmen 1n the, Sf>rv,ce Ac1dcm 1~s and certain ot~r U.5 
m11Jtarycolle,i:es. 

Domale students wh o 1urn 18 YOO Qt.uc.nt td to cceort the i r Selective Servlct numbtt to th~ 
C;ojlC,I 0[ UnJVectitvwh ich they are-att en d ing und f! t h• Cgllt H Cr• dlt Ptus program ? 

Unde1the provti □ of the- Ohio Rf'V •o Codt 33◄ 5 32. a m;ale, ~tudent >01 1 ftP.fD,.,,.mh.-r 31. 1959 
who is at Wast18 years of age and who I c!.I• ,r,,..d;e~ "'" Oh10 rc~ioent by tht_ public coUeg"' o, 
"nl'lft'1~,1vhe i,o1ttl'ndi'ig. is required to be registered ~•th !he Selt<.t•veServa S'(\tem 

rte ma e student 1srequwed 10 prov+dt' h1i ~ltct~ Scrvteenumber to the publ,c col ge or uruverstty 
w,thin 30 day5 of his 181h binhday. If ht does no! submil hi~ Selt"ct1ve St-rvlCe number, th~ st-,d.-'lt w,!I 
i01 b• conii:lt>•f'd. Co,11,g~Cred,t PIJ~ part1c1pant for that Cllllt'flt ~('~\It-I Of !Nm and WI I be 

respons1~ for .any tut,~. lf"ll'lbooki, Of' '~u ;,uoc iilted with the dasSH for --..h,c.hhe is cNolled 

Whiit if l do not rl'cisttt ? 

Under 1he law, 1fyou do l'K)t resin,,, vovcould be prosecuted. f1oed. or Jailed. Reg151rouon b abo a 

requ ,ement to qu;ahfy for federa· ,ob tni.,lng bfMfin Jindmo~I fedeu1l employment If vau we-rf"born 
1ftc1 Dec.em~ ll. 1959, you must be registered v,, I~ Selett•~eStf'1'1tl' 10 qJahfy fa, federal student 

loans or er.attt prOf!r~ms Thi!, mdude~ Pell Granh, eoneee Wo,k Study, Direct Srudtnl/Plus loans and 
Perkins loans 

Howe .an I reaisteri' 

lhe qu,dl:est way to rei1ne, Js onlinc It the Selective Serv>eewebs ite.~ ~ • You will~ 
able to pnnt out iii regrStralJOn .ad:now'4<1Qmen1 W'r'U'l'ltd1oltely FA FSA A second way is to inchcateon Vo"' 
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forward your regl,ttatlon ,nformatio11 to Stlectivt 5enrice automatlcal,V. 

t'm already registered. How c.anIRnd out mvSfl« \lvt koost recl stnt ion num ber? 

Cl1ed:onl, \toa1 hll.F //w F \~' f ,., or call the Mlectlve Service registra1lon 111forn,.niot11ineat : 1-847 

688·68&8 



SCHOLARSHIPS
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Shelly Joseph



Scholarships

> Colleges often offer merit-based scholarships (academic record, 
athletic, etc.) Pay attention to deadlines!

> When visiting colleges, ask about merit-based scholarships and 
their deadlines.

> If you know where you’re going, look at their website for specific 
scholarships that may become available through your major or 
college.



Scholarships

> Check our website - and check it often! New scholarships are 
added as they become available.

> https://fcs.org/fhs/fhs-counseling-academics/  - > 
“Scholarships” - > “Scholarship Opportunities Spreadsheet”

> Sorted alphabetically. 
> Color-coded for active and deadline passed.
> Direct links to application and/or website.
> Grade eligibility.
> Local, State, or National level.
> Scholarship amount.
> Conditions/Comments.
> Deadline(s).

https://fcs.org/fhs/fhs-counseling-academics/


Findlay High School: Scholarship Opportunities 
Please review the follow ing list of scholarship opportunities . Scholarships are listed in alphabet ical order . 

You can navigate directly to the scholarship's webs ite /application (when available) by clicking the "Here " l ink beside each scholarship . 
Please remember that it is recommended to g ive potential references at least two (2) weeks notice if requesting a letter of recommendat ion . 

If you encounter a "dead" l ink , please contact Mr . Seth Meho k at s m ehok@fi n dlayci ty sc hoo ls .o rg with the name of the scholarsh ip and the link that is not working . 

New scholarsh ips will be added as they are received by the Counseling Department . 
GREEN = Still active RED • Deadline has passed Students should check this spreadsheet regularly for any new postings . 

Abbott and Fenner Scholarship 

ACT Dream Big! Win Big! Scholarship Giveaway 

AES Scholarship Deadline 

American Legion: Legacy Scholarship 

American Muscle Student Scholarship 

Here Grades 11-12 Nalional 

Here Grades 10-12 Na ional 

Here HS Senior Na ional 

Here HS Senior National 

Here HS Senior National 

$1,000 

$15,000 + 
$5,000 Tech 

$500 

Up to $20,000 

$2,000 

To apply for this scholarship you will need to write an essay on lhe following topic: 
"Descnbe your educa ional career and life goals . Explain your plan for achieving these goals. 
Include your degree/major , why you selected it, and how lhis degree/major will help you achieve your 
goals." The essay should be between 500 and 1000 words . 6/20/2020 

Eligible sophomores , juniors and seniors who register for the ACT® test between 9/3/2019 and 
6/26/2020 are automatically entered for a chance to win. It's that easy! 6/26/2020 

Su dents must submit an essay of between 500 and 1000 words in answer to the following question: 
'When you look back on your life in 30 years, what would it take for you to consider your life 
successful? What relationships or accompl ishments will be important on this journey?" 10/6/2019 

Must be a current HS senior accepted at an insbtubon of higher education. 
Your institution of higher education must be a nonprofit and regionally-accredited institution. (If you 
are unsure, contact your institution's admission office. Regional accreditation applies lo the wh ole 
school not a program.) 
Lastly, does at least one of lhe following statements apply to you? 
A legal parent of mme died while serving on active duty U.S. military seNIce on or after 9111/01. 
(Does not have to be a death out--0t-country or m combat.) OR 
A legal parent o mmeis a Post-91 1 veteran of the U.S. milita!Y, who has been given adIsab1/ity 
rating of 50% or higher by the Veterans Administration. 4115/2019 

To be eligible, a student must: be currently enrolled full time in an American college, tech institute, 
or high school senior planning to attend a college or post-secondary institut ion in 2019 and pursuing 
an automotive themed major. 6/15/20 19 



Free Scholarship Info Websites

> These are national level, meaning you will be competing against 
MANY more applicants. 

> Give them a look over-- but do not let them burn you out.

> www.fastweb.com
> studentscholarships.org
> www.finaid.org
> www.scholarshipcoach.com
> www.ed.gov

http://www.fastweb.com
http://studentscholarships.org
http://www.finaid.org
http://www.scholarshipcoach.com
http://www.ed.gov


Test Scores and Scholarships

> As we mentioned earlier, colleges offer merit-based scholarships 
based on academics-- this includes test scores.

> If you continue to take the ACT/SAT after you have applied and 
submitted your transcript, you can still submit your new scores.

> Each time you register for the ACT, you can select up to 4 
colleges to send your scores to for free.

> If you would rather wait to see your scores before sending them- 
that’s fine! 

> You will then need to request the scores be sent via your ACT 
account (there will be ~$13 charge per school).



Remaining 2019-2020 ACT Test Dates

S P14 

AUC16 

AUG 30 

JANlO 

JAN 17 

OCT26 

SEP20 

OCT4 

APR4 

FEB 28 

MAR 13 

DEC14 

NOV8 

ov 22 

JU 13 

MAYS 

AY 22 

JU 18" 

JUN19 

JUN 2 



Thank You For Coming!

Follow the FHS Counseling 
Department on Twitter!

@dept_counseling
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